
English



English isn’t just books 
English is communication for life
.



GCSE English – AQA exam board 

GCSE English Language  GCSE English Literature

Paper 1
Explorations in Creative Reading & Writing

50% of overall grade
Examination: 1 hour 45 mins

Section A: one literature fiction text (unseen)
Section B: descriptive or narrative writing

Paper 2
Writers’ Viewpoints & Perspectives

50% of overall grade
Examination: 1 hour 45 mins

Section A: one non-fiction text and one literary 
non-fiction text (both unseen)

Section B: writing to present a viewpoint

Paper 1
Shakespeare & 19th Century novel

40% of overall grade
Examination: 1 hour 45 mins

Macbeth
A Christmas Carol

Spoken Language
• Presenting

• Responding to questions and feedback
• Use of standard English

Teacher set throughout course and teacher 
marked

0% weighting of GCSE

Paper 2
Modern Texts and Poetry

60% of overall grade
Examination: 2 hours 15 mins

An Inspector Calls
Poetry Collection – Power & Conflict

Unseen Poetry





The programme of study:
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HOW WILL WE PREPARE THE STUDENTS?
• ‘I, we, you’ model
• Rigorous and regular assessment
• PLCs
• Walking, talking mocks
• Model answers
• Specific sessions by invitation to work on skills 

development



By the end of Year 
7, student ‘A’ will 
have read the 
equivalent of 60 
whole school days, 
student ‘B’ will 
have read only 12 
school days. Which 
student would you 
expect to be more 
successful in 
school… and in 
life?



SO WHAT’S ENGLISH GCSE LIKE ?What do Aldworth students think?



SO WHAT’S ENGLISH LIKE ?
Our former students are going from 

strength to strength:

 I took English at QMC because I absolutely loved it at Aldworth: 
picking apart themes and motifs in all different kinds of books 
and comparing how a particular idea was presented in two 
types of literature. I also really enjoyed the poetry side of GCSE 
English Lit and wanted to work with more adult themed poems 
which was my favourite part of the A-Level 🙂🙂

 Sian Barham ex pupil.

Sian achieved two grade nines at GCSE. She gained A* in English 
Literature A-level at QMC and has been awarded a future leader's 
scholarship at Royal Holloway University.
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